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An Account of fome Saxon Coyns found in Suffelk ; Com-
municated by Sir P.S. R. S. Soc.

IN May 1687, at Honedon nigh Clare in Suffolk, the Sexton,
l as he was digging a Grave ia the Church-yard, met with
some [y @ Skull; and near it his Spade broke a Te/ow Earthen
there was  Pot, wherein were many Silver picces of Saxon Mony,
% Pot fome of which I have feen, and endeavoured to read
the Infcriptions, which are {o various, that there are fcarce two
alike, tho’ they are generally of the fame bignefs, viz. of a
Groat, and about the fame weight. I ghefs this variety of In-
{criptions arifeth from the many Mafters of the Mint who were
appointed to coyn Mony in feveral Places, and who might each
of them have a different Stamp : and I find this Conjetture of
mine countenanced by a Paffage in K. ZZthelffan’s Laws, Print-
ed by Lambard.

Cantuarie Monetarii VIl Sunto, quornme quidem IV Regis, 11
Prefuli ac anus Canobiarche deferviso. In Civitate Roffenfi tres
{fint, Regii duo, tertius Epifcopi. Londini VIII.  Vintonie V1.
In vico Lewifio I\, In vico Haftingo 1. Ciceftrie 1. Ham-
tone 1.  Exceftrie . Werbam 1. Schaftsburie 1l  Ad
alind quodyue oppidum Monctarins unus effo.

To confirm my Opinion, That the feveral Mafters of the
Mint made different Reverfes, I have obferved great variety
in Henry HI. Coyn, viz.

NICOLE Ov LVND.
WILLEY OV LVND.
WILLEM OV CINT. Canterbary quer.
RICHRD oV GLOV.

Thefc Names being probably the Mafters of the Mint’s, the
Laws as to the Mints being not altered. 1 Hen. VI. Cap. 1.
The King’s Council might affign Mony to be Coyned in as ma-
ny Places as they will. (a)

But now in Frauce, tho’ there be Mints in feveral Citics,

yet there is no difference in she Infcriptions, enly a Letter of
the
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the Alphabet, to figaific where the Mony is ftamp’d 5 as 4 for
Paris, &c.

Thefe Saxon Monies wete Denarii, or Peunies ; for Greaves,of
the Denarius, p.117.1ays, In Ethelred’s time it was the 201/
part of the filver Ounce 7rsy, and bigger than three of cur pre-
fent Pennies ; and our Goldimiths weigh by this Penny-weight
or 24 Grains. Five of the Saxon Pennies made a Shilling, and
(as Lambard’s Gloflary fays) eherefore 48 of thofe Shillings
made a Pound, and 240 Pennies made a Pound, which is the
prefent Proportion of our Penny and Pound, tho’ theintrinfick
value be about three to one ditferent.

I cannot yet meet with any fatisfaCtory Reafon, why this
Mony fhould be thus buried ; tho’ very probably it was upon
a fuperftitious Account: I fhall only offer a-bare Conje&ture of
mine; There were, they fay, between 200 and joo pieces
found in the Grave; and if 240,z.¢. 1 L then the Deceafed might
order {fo many to be buried with him, as a kind of Expiation
for having privately killed a Daze of fervile Condition ; for in
Ethelred’s Law there is this Penalty, Servifis conditionis Dacum
J1 Anglws morte affecerit, integram folvito Libram. 1f more or
lefs was found, it might an{wer another Mul& enjoined by
the Saxcz Laws for killing or maiming fome Perfon of another
Quality. Or the @ftimatio capitis might be laid in the Grave
with the Perfon that was killed. ‘

Thofe who believe they were Peter-Pence, Rome-Scot, Rome
Feok:, or Hearth-Pensy, Lthink ate under a Miftake; for that
Mony was collected every Year,and carry’d cut of the Nation.
Nor it cannot be the Sewl Scor mentioned in Canate’s Laws,
(but firft required by the Council or Parliament ac Eanbam in
Ethelred’s time) tobe paid at the opening of the Grave, (whence
Sit Henry Spelman, De Sepulturd, thinks the Fee demanded for
the Office of Burialis derived) for it is not likely that Fecor
Soul-Scor paid to the Prieft did amount to the Sum found in
this Grave; and it is more unlikely that the Prieft thould fe
cafily part with his Mony, by burying it.

I thall, as well'as T can, give you the Infriptions anthoz 1
faw; vz, Yy 2 Oa
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On fome of thefe Monies there
are very odd Saxon Charaéers,
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b exadtly. It would be a ufeful

piece of Learning to have an Al-
phabet of the feveral Characers

+ ¢ or Shapes of Letters obferved in
H O antient MSS. Coyns, and Monu-

ments of Stone, &e¢. and there
might be added an Explanation
of Words abbreviated, as in thefe
Monies LU M, LI for M; &,

Some Pieces are diminifhed in
their Weight, by lying long un-
der ground, and feveral of them
coloured Green. (e)

Spanbemins, in his Diflertations
de Numifmatis, tells us of the way
of Writing Letters backwards, In
Antiquiffimis aliguot Grecorum Nu-
mifmats, in quibns LANLI pro
TEAAS; NQIATZ8J2% pro ZETE-
STAION, &c. aliaq; 1d genos Phe-
nicum more [iniftrorfum non [emel
feripta leguntur.  Eandem  quoque
[eripturze rationem in Antiquis ali-
quot Gothorum Saxs adnotavit An.
tiquitaszs patrice reffawraror Olaus
Wormiins, This
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The {fameReverfe with the laft.

This Reverfe is written round
the -}, whereas moft of the Re-
verfes are not fo; but there are
two Lines of Lerters with three
Crofles between em.

The little 0 in fome of thefe
Monies is periodical,

Thefe following Reverfes are
written round the <=

The b 15 a very clear Chara-
&er, and ftands for a Letter thas
is not defaced.

Sterling, 8&c. P.& T. paffim con-
fundi Doiti obfervam, miym pro
wirTe, avhi pro oAb &c, Raufpina
pro Roffina, &c. Bochart. Geogr-
Pag 450. 706. Denarium & Ster-
lingum enndem efle  Nummum ,
( Matth. Parif. in Hen. IIL rrede-
cim [olidus & 4 fberlingis pro Marcd

qualiber computatss ) Vox ipfa, Stecling, uerim formatur 4 figno quod
imprimebatur ifti Nummo, & Sterlingus fir quafi Stellatus, an potizes
Eafterlingus denominatus & Populis, qui Eafteriings dicuntur, ambigss.
um faciunt Seriptores. Gronovius de Siftercus, pag. 346. (/)

Bur
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But I find Gromsviss may be coreefied in what he wriczs ia
the Addenda to the fame Treatife by this Reverle; Dubiam
non eft (fays he) /7 Saxonibus Anglis dederetar ea Pox, Bteriing,
in wonumentis tlorum reperiam iri, —conflar iuter omnes ante
Normannorum zugreffum in Angliam, won reperiri mentionen
bujus Vocabuli s cum ipfo Gulielwmo prim?‘zm legz, Sterlingos, &c.
appellatos, ergd his deberur eaVox in Anghia. Yetl believe whar
he writes juft betore, Denariis antem nomen etiam Stevlinges
fuilfe, 1n Continente qui Normanni imperabazt, offendant due
refcripta Pontificuns Fowanoruw in Decrete Gregoni ; and he
might well have added, That the Normars borrowed of the
Franks that Word Srerling, as well-as defcriptionem Libra
per folides denariofgue.  But it maybe, when Gronovius writ,
no Coyn or Monument of Antiquity ‘'was thea difcovered in
England that mentioncd Srerling before William 1. whofe
Name brings to my mind, that on his Coyn P is put for W. ()

Sit Heénry Spelmas, in his Gloflary, {peaks of Ster/ing and
Denarims to be the fame; and he direts to the Statute made
An. 1302, 31 Edw. 1. wherein the Penny is called Srerling,
and the weight of the Ster/ing is 32 Grains of dried Wheat ;
(and I have weighed 32 Grains of Wheat, and they are equal
t0 2.4 Grains 7roy-weight, which is our Saxos Penny.) And
Arn. 1496, 12 Hen, VIL Cap. 5, there is another Statute
wherein the Srerling is of the fame weight.

I am credibly inform'd, fome of Eglert’s and Etbelbert's
Coyn were found amongft them: Thofe I faw, were Erbel-
flaw’s, who began his Reign about the Year 925. Edmund
Etheling’s his Brother, (for Itake the Edmunds to be his )
who began his Reign 94035 Edred, another Brother, who be-
gan his Reign 946.

I hope others more skilful in Antiquities, and that have
better advantage by our Records and ancient Hiftories, wiil
give a clearer Interpretation of the Words, Characters, and
other Circumflances relating to thefe apd other Saxow

Monies.
In
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In the Church-yard at Foultfbam in Norfolk, there is a

Tomb-ftone with this Infcription, which fome of the Learned
in thefe Curiofities may perhaps explain.

On one fide AK CO0G G8¢

Actoncend 060
On the other fide D' DESWER
On the other end B0O6

Remarks upon the foregoing Obfervations by W, W,
'Reg. Soc. Soc.

(a) 7Y His Law was in force till Zenry VII. who, firlt,

| thatIcan find, quartered the Arms of England and
France in his common filver Coyns, on their Reverfes: This
his Succeflors have fince followed ; before they writ, Civit.
London 5 Civitas Cantuarie, Villa Calefie. The want of
knowing this Cuftom, has caufed fome Learned Mcen to mi-
ftake fome Coyns of Edward 1V. with Civitas Norwic. on the
Reverfe, for Medals ftamped in-memory of Kezt’s Infurreti-
on, by Edward VI. Golden Medals, in memory of greac
A&ions, arc of ancicat ufe amongft us; witnefs that golden
Coyn of Edward 1. where a Shield, with the Arms of England
and France over a Ship, is ftamped, to thew his Title to the
Kingdom of France, which he then claimed 5 yet this can hard.
ly be fhewn in filver Coyns which then pafi¢d for current Mo-
ney: that feems to have been peculiar to the Greets and Ko-
mans, except fome Inftances in thefe two laft Agcs.

The fingle Exception of Edward I1I. who quarter’d Englan/
and Frawce in his Mony, doth not weaken my Aflertion, fince
it was extraordinary,as a more publick Proclamation of theJu-
ftice of that Title, which he fet on foot againft Philip de Valus.

(%) This Reverfe is to be read PENE FEHO 5 i.e. Penny.
mony, a Duplicacion ufual amongft the Saxos; fo afterwaras

Sterlinyg,
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Sterling-mony. Feho, or Feoh, is a common Word for Mony.
8t, Mark xil. 41. pa vz© e DzlenS ongen pane vollpceamol, 3
gereah hu F polc hypa ypeohs Then fer Fefus over againft the Trea-
Jury, and faw the People [/}ut in Mony.

(¢) LAND XY EHOQO; This was coyned in Memory of
a Land Tax, raifed by Arbelftan, to {upport his Wars again{t
the Danes and Scots ; againft whom, efpecially the Scots, he
was always vitorious. Our Writers (Zngulph. Hift. Croyland.
p. 29.) fay that he killed Conffantine King of the Scots, with
five more Kings at the fame time; but the Chronicle of Maz/-
rofe, written by the Abbot of Dundrainand, a Scottifh-man,
fays only, Regem Scottorum Conftantinum prelio vicit, & fu.
gavits (ad An. 926. p.147.) And this is the only Zrbelftan
who was ever King of England : There was another AErhel-
ffan King of Aent only, Son to Egber?, who beat the Danes at
Sandwich in Ann. 852.

The variety of Letters in thefe Reverfes is remarkable:
The lalt Word in thefe two Reverfes is manifeftly to be read
alike, yet the form of the Letters is vaftly different. This va-
riety arofe from the multitude of Mints, which did not all tye
themfelves up to one Stamp, nor to the fame Letters.
4R Em _ (d) This fhould read REgia Moneta, to di-
{tinguifh it from the Bifbops or Abbots, for it was
o NETA. probably coyned atCanterburys A, Itaketo bea

Mint mafters Mark.

(e ) Tho’ thefe Coyns. as far as Fean judge, arc as good
Silver as any current with us, if not better; yet fince what
Alloy is in them is of Brafs, T am apt to think, that the acid
Steams in a long feries of Ages arifing from the Humane Bo-
dies, might corrode fo far into the Metal, as to raife fome lit-
tie Verdigreafe upon the Surface of the Coyns 5 to which that
Greennefs is to be impured.

(f) Probably this Albericus was a Nobleman, and they
might have had the Fus moneta as well as Bifbops and Abbots;;
but I muft confefs I cannot make that-out clearly. A7 be-
fore G is an ufual Tranfpofition ;{o EHClothariws, F Ludowicus.

This
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(g) ThisIread IVE MONETA, or Ive Money, that
is, Mony coyned at Sr. Jves in Huntingdorfhire. The H,
as alfo TI, both ufed for M, are remarkable. Bouteroiie, in
his Difquifitions on the old Fresch Monies, gives us fome
Gallick Epitaphs from which he draws an Alphabet of the old
Gauls: in that, H and M are ufed for #/; fo that poflibly
the Britains might likewife ufe them : it is manife{t they are
not Saxon Letters ; and I {ee no Abfurdity to allow the Saxons
to have borrow’d them from the Britains, and to have ufed
them amongft their own Capitals. There is 2 Coyn in
Zab. 3. Coyn 14. of the Collettion prefixed before [Elfred’s
Life, which has two other of thofe Gallick Letters of which
Bouteroiie has given us an Alphabet. The Coyn is,

SRALTK  BERHL-
[LLFRED 4 4 4
FIRDKX L EDM-

The «»» and E are S and F in his Alphabet ; and I amapt to
think, that that Inverfion of Letters in thefe Saxor Monics,
as LJ for M, 11 for Y1,k for F, took its rife from them; for
in this Alphabet we have Aand v for D; v, ¢, Z, for § -
however, this will evince, in fome meafure, the Prattice of
fuch Inverfions,which made fome Learned Men take them for
Runic, Gothic, or indeed for any Charalters with which they
were little acquainted.

(k) This and the Reverfe of the 11, are to be read alike,
tho’ they were coyned at different Places, as appears from the
variety of the Letters.

() TIwhich is ufed here for A, is frequently ufed in thac
Colletion of Saxon Coyns prefixed to AElfred’s Life.

(k) This Gote mone, or Gods Mony, was the Perer-Fence
which was colletted yearly, and fent to Rome. I#a, one of the
Kings of the Mercians, firft gave it: thence it was conftantly

Lz paid
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paid afterwards, tho’ now and then intermitted in the heat of
the Danifh Wars, I fuppofe this Coyncame outofan Eccle-
fiaftical Mint.

(/) The true Original of Srerling is Starry. The Com-
mon People obferving the Crofies upon the Coyns, which
looked like fo many Srtars, called thém Sterlings, Starry pieces.
Ling is an adjelkive Termination in the Saxon Language ; foin
time, the Word became Subftantive, and was ufed promifcu-
oufly for Penny.

(m) The 19 and 21 Reverfes are to be read alike, tho’
pofibly they might be made from different Stamps. The Let-
ters in both (for neither are very clear ) will mutually explain
cach other. Ireadit MIXUH EC Kl HONE, or Malmef-

“dury Mony : The b=, which is an entire Letter, feems to have
been taken from the {quare 5, or .

#) This P was the old Saxon porW'; fo it was #illers,
not Pillem. The Saxon Character, which was fuil and plain,
gave rife to that fmall beautiful Character which we ufually call
the Roman Letter.  The ancient Romans, for cught as yet ap-
pears to the contrary, wroteall with one uniform Character,
fometimes greater and fometimes lefs, of the fame Figure with
the great Letters in our Alphabet. ‘This they took from the
Greeks ; and itis ufual in all the Alphabets of the Oriental Nati-
ons. The three Inferiptions in Grater, (pag.185.3.p.652.2.
p.§82.7.) only prove that they had our {mall ¢, p, 4, b, for
we have no Hints in our MSS. ¢f any others. -After them
fuccceded the Francick. or Merovingian Charatter, entircly.
left off ins tranfcribing Books after Charlemagne. 'The Notarics
kept it loager ; only by making it longer, they broughtit to
fomething like the Jralica, to which it porisbly gave rile. The
Specimens in Mabillow’s tourth Bock de re Diplomatica, will
put this palt doubt.  All this'while the Saxes Charatter was
ufed in England, whofe Alphabet-is evidently the fame with’
the fmall Roman, except fome Letters which expreffed Sounds

roper to their Language, as F, b, 6: whercfore when Alcn/nas-

{ Scholar to Eglert Arch-bithop of Xork ) wenc over into
France
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France to Charles the Great, and afterwards fent for Books
out of Egbert’s Library, as may be gathered from William of
Malmesbury, he introduced that fine way of Writing, which
immediately took place with all but the Publick Notaries.
Mabillen owns the thing in effet, tho’ he diffembies the Ori-
ginal: Primi flirpe extincts, Carolus M. Literas expolire capit,
aut certe jam tantifper expolitum Scripture genus & Merovin-
ginco in elegantiorem formam commu:avit, que in eandem for-
mam evafit, que hactenws minuti Romani Charaileris nomen re-
tinet. (Lib. 1. Cap.11. num. x0.) And if this Change was not
wrought in a moment, becaufe the Tranfcribers us'd to the
old Merovingianhand conform’d it to the new,as much as they
could, yet that wore off by degrees: {o Mabillon, quz [Caro-
lina Scriptara’] principio nonnibil Merovingici Charadleris ha-
bebat intermiftum 5 at [ubinde politior effella, in eandem for-
mam, &c. Mabillon acknowiedges, that Alcuin introducéd
the modern Pun&tuation inro the Fresch M55. and Records,
which he learnzd from the Saxons, particularly ['.+] for a full
Period, as is manifeft to all that thall look into the Saxor MSS,
or printed Books in imitation of them.

Befides, all our Latin MSS. in England, ’tiil fome time af-
ter the Conqueft, were writ in the Saxon Charalter. So
Archbifhop Parker publithed Aférius Menevenfis : and there
are feveral Larin MSS. in the Univerfity-Library of Cambridge,
written in the Saxon €haralter. And it is no wonder that
thofe Letters which expreficd Sounds not ufed in the Romar
Tongue, thould be left out by the Freach Tranfcribers, who at
the fame time might ufe Saxon Copics: fo that-itis not firange
Voffius Thould be miftaken, when he thought Q and b were
from the Greek Q and ®, who did not confider them to be
both Runic Letters, which were introduced upon a particulax
occafion, by Chilperic, who took them from the Fzizoths in
Spain, as Wormius (de Literaturd Runicd) has probably pro-
ved from Gregorias Turonenfis and a Conftitution of the fame
Chilperic printed in Goldaftus ¢ yet1 will not deny but Theo-
dore, or fome other of thofe Greeks, who in that Age had fo

Zz 2 great
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great Intercourfe with England, might introduce fome Greek
Letters to exprefs thofe Sounds which they had not in their
own Language 5 from hence they were carried into France,
with the reft of the Saxon Alphabet, and fo into Jzaly; which
Mabillon alfo in effeét acknowledges when he fays, Hanc ta-
wten Scriptur® formam non Franci 2 Romanis, guz Langobardi-
cis paffim Elementis tunc utebantar, fed a Francis Romani acce-
pilfe videntur. But it would take up too much time here to
difcourfe of the Original of the S#xon Charater, and whence
thofe Agreements between it and the pure Merovingian and
Lombard Charatters might at firft arife 5 and perhaps the thing
it felf does not deferve any farther enquiry.

An Eftimate of the Quantity of Vapour raifed out of the Sea

by the warmth of the Sun ; derived from an Experi-
ment fhown before the Royal Society, at one of their

late Meetings : by E. Halley.

—\Hat the quantity of aqueous Vapours contained in the
Medium of the Air, is very confiderable, feems moft
evident from the great Rains and Snows which are fometimes
obferved to fall, to that degree, that the Water thus difchar-
ged out of the Interflices of the Particles of Air, is in weight
a very fenfible part of the incumbent Armofphere = but in
what proportion thefe Vapours rife, which are the Sources not
only of Rains, butalfo of Springs or Fountains (as I defign to
prove) has not, that I know of, been any where well exami-
ned, tho it feem to be one of the moft neceffary Ingredients
of a real and Philofophical Meteorology ; and as fucn, to de-
ferve the confideration of this Honourable Society. 1 thought
it might hot be unacceprable, to attempt, by Experiment to
determine the quantity of the Evaporations of Water, as far
as they arife from Heat ; which, upon Tryal, fucceeded as
follows. We



